[Acute intracranial subdural hematoma after accidental dural puncture in epidural anesthesia].
A case is reported of an acute intracranial subdural haematoma following an accidental dural puncture during an epidural anaesthesia. A seventy-year old man, class ASA I, was operated on for prostatic adenoma under epidural anaesthesia. Dural puncture occurred during the first introduction of the needle into the L4-L5 epidural space. Epidural anaesthesia was nevertheless obtained by introducing the catheter at the L3-L4 level. The immediate peroperative and postoperative course was uneventful, apart from persisting headache. After removing the epidural catheter at 24 h postoperatively, the patient received calcium heparinate. 26 h later, he complained of worsening headache and became rapidly deeply comatose. The computer tomographic scan showed air in the ventricles and a large right-sided subdural haematoma which was immediately discharged. Although the link between subdural haematoma and dural puncture is well known, the acuteness and rapidly fatal evolution of this case were exceptional and may have been facilitated by the big size of the needle, dehydration and hypercoagulability.